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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 

and Management Act (MSA) 

• The MSA requires each fishery management council to 

establish, maintain, and appoint members of a scientific 

and statistical committee (SSC) 

• The purpose of the SSC is to “assist it in the 

development, collection, evaluation, and peer review of 

such statistical, biological, economic, social, and other 

scientific information as is relevant to such Council’s 

development and amendment of any fishery management 

plan.” MSA 302(g)(1)(A)
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SSC under the MSA

Under the MSA, “[e]ach scientific and statistical committee 

shall provide its Council ongoing scientific advice for fishery 

management decisions, including recommendations for:

• acceptable biological catch, 

• preventing overfishing, 

• maximum sustainable yield, 

• achieving rebuilding targets, and 

• reports on stock status and health, bycatch, habitat 

status, social and economic impacts of management 

measures, and sustainability of fishing practices.” MSA 

302(g)(1)(B)
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SSC under the MSA

• The SSC plays an important role in the Council’s efforts to 

develop conservation and management measures that 

are consistent with the national standards for fishery 

management, including in particular National Standard 2 

(NS2).

• NS2 states that “[c]onservation and management 

measures shall be based on the best scientific information 

available.” MSA 301(a)(2).

• The SSC assists the Council in identifying the best 

scientific information available (BSIA) and provides advice 

and recommendations based on BSIA.
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SSC under the MSA

Under the pertinent guidelines, 50 CFR 600.315(c)(1):

• SSC scientific advice and recommendations to its 

Council are based on scientific information that the SSC 

determines to meet the guidelines for best scientific 

information available

• SSCs may conduct peer reviews or evaluate peer reviews 

to provide clear scientific advice to the Council. 

• Such scientific advice should attempt to resolve 

conflicting scientific information, so that the Council will 

not need to engage in debate on technical merits. Debate 

and evaluation of scientific information is the role of the 

SSC.
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SSC under Council Statement of 

Organization, Practices, and 

Procedures (SOPPs)  (2015)
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SSC under Council SOPPs (2015)
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SSC under Council SOPPs (2004)
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